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Harriman Vetoes Loyalty 
Oath in Housing Projects 


Legislation that would have barred members of sub- 


versive organizations from 


public housing projects was 


vetoed on April 22 by Governor Harriman. The NYCLU had 
opposed the bill and submitted a memorandum to the 


Governor urging his veto. 
The bill would have 
. amended the public housing 
law to require tenants to sign 
affidavits that they were not 
members of organizations 
held to be subversive by the 
State Board of Regents. 
Those who belonged to such 


groups would have been} 


barred from the projects. The 
measure was opposed strongly 
by Democrats in 
days of the Legislature. 

In vetoing the bill, Governor 
Harriman pointed out that the 
bill was similar to the Gwinn 
Amendment to the Federal Hous- 
ing Act, passed in 1952, which had 
been held unconstitutional in 
several courts. The Supreme Court 
had refused twice to review the 
state rulings. 

The Gwinn Amendment had 
been part of the appropriations 
act for the fiscal years ended June 
80, 1953 and June 30, 1954. Last 
August, ‘the Justice Department 
announced that authority for the 
oath had expired two years 
previously. 

In its memo to the Governor 
opposing the legislation, the 
NYCLU noted that while the state 
bill was free from some of the 
objectionable provisions of the 
Gwinn Amendment, “there is com- 
mon to both the same defect which 
led courts in other states to con- 
demn the federal law, namely, an 

(Continued on page 2) 


Sunday Painter 
Upheld by Court 


Do-it-yourself fans were given 
the green light last month to paint 
their own—or their mother-in- 
law’s house—on Sunday. 


The Appellate Division, Brook- | 


lyn, upheld Darwin Deen who had 
been-found guilty of breaking the 
Sabbath Law. last October when 
he painted the house of his moth- 
er-in-law. The law prohibits all 
labor on Sunday except “works of 
necessity and charity.” Mr. Deen 
had been given a suspended sen- 
tence by City Magistrate George 
Postal, who said Deen was guilty 
even though he was not paid for 


the paint job—and would still be | 


guilty even if he owned the house 
he was painting. 

Emanuel Redfield, NYCLU coun- 
sel, appealed the decision “as a 
matter of principle,” maintaining 
that Deen’s constitutional rights 
were violated and that he was not 
interfering with other people or 
with any church services. 

In a 3-2 decision, the Appellate 
Justices reversed the Magistrate’s 
decision, ruling that Deen had_the 
right to paint his mother-in-law’s 
house without violating the Sab- 
bath law. 


<@ 


the final | 





Brief Filed 
On Obscenity 


The NYCLU filed an amicus 
curiae brief in the U. S. Supreme 
Court in April contesting the 
constitutionality of a New York 
|State law aimed against alleged 
obscene publications. 

The law gives the mayor or 
|corporation counsel or equivalent 
|officials of every New York city, 





itown or village the right to seek | 


}an injunction against the sale or 
distribution of any book, maga- 
zine or printed matter found “ob- 
;scene, lewd, lascivious, filthy, in- 
decent or disgusting.” 

The case concerned Kingsley 
Books, Inc., whose attorney was 
Emanuel Redfield, NYCLU coun- 
sel. Ephraim S. London prepared 
the NYCLU friend of the court 
brief. 

The statute provides for insti- 
tution of an action for injunction 
against one who sells, distributes 
or “is about to sell or distribute” 
the book or magazine thought to 
be offensive. It thus permits ac- 
tion against the publisher of a 
book before it is sold or distrib- 
uted to any wholesale or retail 
dealer. 

In its brief, the NYCLU main- 
tained that the New York statute 
in unconstitutional because it im- 
poses a prior restraint on freedom 
of communication. The brief 
claimed that this is the equivalent 
of a licensing law. 





|sion before it may be communi- 
jeated,” the brief maintained. 
'“Whether the expression is re- 
pressed before publication by 
|means of a licensing law or by 
|means of an injunction or any 
| other device is wholly immaterial.” 
| The Union’s brief also asserted 
|that the statute was based upon 
a premise which is unsupported by 
|evidence: that the people “will be 
jmisled or inspired to anti-social 
behavior” by reading, and that 
they “must therefore be shielded 
|from error or temptation.” Only 
a demonstration of substantial 


}evil can justify such broad inter- | 


|ference with freedom of the press, 
the NYCLU stated. 

Asking that the Kingsley con- 
| Vietion be reversed, the NYCLU 
|charged that the statute is void" 
| because of its vague and ambigu- 
ous use of such words as “ob- 
scene,” “lewd.” “lascivious,” 
“filthy,” and “disgusting.” 

The brief added, “an indefinite 
law is in effect no law, and one 
who is deprived of a right pur- 
suant to its provisions has been 
denied due process of law in vio- 
lation of the 14th Amendment.” 

At the same time, the ACLU 
filed a friend of the court brief, 

(Continued on page 4) 





“The purpose of the prohibition | 
of prior restraint is to prevent the | 
|government from stifling expres- | 





June 4 Meeting Set 
On Public Defender 


The NYCLU will hold a dis- 
cussion on the need for and al- 
ternatives to establishment of 
a Public Defender system, at 
its open Annual Election Meet- 
ing, promptly at 8:15 p.m., 
Tuesday, June 4, in the Hotel 
Roosevelt Ballroom. 

Hon. David W. Peck, Pre- 
siding Justice, Ist Department, 
Appellate Division, New York 
State Supreme Court, will mod- 
erate the discussion, Partici- 
pants will be Orison S. Mar- 
den, president, National Legal 
Aid Societies, and William C. 
Chanler, Committee to Study 
Defender Systems, The Associ- 
ation of the Bar of the City of 
New York. 

NYCLU members will receive 
special announcements about 
the meeting. You are invited 
to bring your friends. 


Governor Approves 
New Wiretap Bills 


After vetoing three bills passed 
by the Legislature on wiretapping 
and eavesdropping, Governor Har- 
riman last month approved three 
compromise bills which met objec- 
tions of law enforcement officials. 

The new bills were formulated 
after a conference with the Gov- 
ernor, law enforcement officials and 
Assemblyman Anthony P. Sava- 
rese, Jr., chairman, Joint Legisla- 
tive Committee to Study Illegal 
Interception of Communications. 
The bills: 

* Make wiretapping by a law 
enforcement officer a felony pun- 
ishable by up to two years im- 
prisonment, if it is done without 
a court order or the consent of 
a party to the conversation, 

* Make evidence obtained by il- 
legal wiretapping inadmissible in 
all civil actions, except disciplinary 
proceedings brought by a unit of 
government. 

* Extend the 
|“eavesdropping” to include. con- 
cealed microphones and electronic 
'devices, while exempting law en- 
|forcement officials using 
equipment lawfully. 
| The original bills would have 
| prohibited any wiretapping or 
other interceptions of conversa- 
tion by instruments (including 
| “bugging” by anyone not a party 
|}to the conversation recorded), ex- 
| cept that authorized by court 














order. Evidence obtained by these | 
methods- would have been inad- | 


missible in any action or court 
proceeding. 

The NYCLU feels that the new 
\laws do not represent any real 
|prohibition against the evil of 
wiretapping per se, since evidence 
l|obtained by police wiretaps—even 
lif done illegally—is admissible in 
a criminal action. 

Wiretapping hit the news also 
when it was revealed that jail 
conversations between racketeer 
Joseph (Socks) Lanza and his at- 
torney were recorded. This raised 
the question of whether the record- 
ings violate the legal and/or eth- 
ical rights of a lawyer to confer 
with his client in private. The 
NYCLU called. the action “a 
mockery of a person’s constitu- 
tional rights,” . 


| 





ban against | 


such | 





NYCLU Opposes 
HouseCommittee 


NYCLU vigorously opposed 
hearings of the House Un-Ameri- 
ean Activities Committee last 
month into alleged subversion in 
the musical world, and suggested 
that the Committee, having ‘“out- 
lived its usefulness,” be abolished. 

The statement issued by NYCLU 
board chairman Charles A. Siep- 
mann stated: 

“The House Un-American Activ- 
ities Committee has pitched its 
tent in New York to take testi- 
mony, among other things, on the 
infiltration of ‘subversives’ into 
the theatrical and musical world. 

“In times less troubled and con- 
fused, such announcement would 
be treated by a civilized commu- 
nity with some amusement. Car- 
toonists would spring to their 
drawing boards to depict for us 
musicians in orchestras blowing 
Russian bubbles out of French and 
English horns (who knows. but 
what these alien instruments, be- 
ing un-American, are not subver- 
sive, too?). They would sketch 
the nonsensical dilemma of players 
being detained in the wings, to 
sign a moral means test before 
they could perform. It would all 
be ridiculous if it were not tragic 
and, by now, even sinister in its 
effect on individuals; in its reflec- 
tion on the integrity of the people’s 
representatives; and as evidence 
of a dangerous and debilitating 
submissiveness on the part of the 
public. 

“For 18 years now, we have en- 
dured the grotesque antics of this 
congressional roadshow on _ its 
trips around the country. Its con- 
tributions to constructive legisla- 
tion have been meager. The Com- 
mittee has consistently invaded the 
individual’s rights to free speech 
and association. It has insulted and 
abused witnesses (one was actually 
addressed as ‘Comrade’ by the 
Committee’s counsel). It has used 
headlines and inspired publicity 
which have jeopardized the reputa- 
tion and livelihood of persons 
guiltless of any legal crime. Ac- 
tions such as these have now 
aroused a mounting sense of out- 
rage and disgust among decent 
Americans. 
| “The Committee has arrogantly 
| delegated to itself a function that 
|lies beyond its power and consti- 
(Continued on page 2) 











Whitman Found 
GuiltyofContempt 


As we went to press, sentence had not yet been passed 
on Alden Whitman, New York Times copy editor convicted 
of contempt of Congress. The NYCLU is supporting Mr. 
Whitman, who refused to name any former associates who 


*may have been Communists 
when he testified on Jan. 6, 
1956, before a Senate Internal 
Security Subcommittee hear- 
ing. Mr. Whitman told the 
Senate unit about his own 
Communist party activities 
from 1935 to 1948. 

Judge Edward M. Curran 
| heard the case without a jury. 
/in Federal District Court, 
Washington, D. C., finding 
Mr. Whitman guilty on all 19 
/counts of the indictments. 
| Sentence was deferred until the 
| Supreme Court hands down its 
| decision in the appeal of John T. 
| Watkins, organizer for the United 
Automobile Workers, who invoked 
| the First Amendment, as did Mr. 
| Whitman, in refusing to answer 
| questions. 
| It is expected that a Supreme 
| Court decision in the Watkins case 

also would bear on Mr. Whitman’s 
appeal from his conviction, as well 
as on the pending appeals of 
Robert Shelton and Seymour Peck, 
|other Times employees indicted 
with Mr. Whitman on_ similar 
charges who have likewise been 
|found guilty. 

Gerhard P. Van Arkel and Thur- 
man Arnold of Washington who 
defended Mr. Whitman, contrib- 
uted their services without a fee to 
the NYCLU, which is underwrit- 
ing the costs of his defense, The 
attorneys maintained that since 
the Communist Party was not an 
unlawful conspiracy when Mr. 
Whitman joined it, his activities 
were lawful ones into which Con- 
gress was not privileged to in- 
quire. Judge Curran sustained the 
objection of William Hitz, Assist- 
ant U. S. Attorney, to this point. 

Mr. Whitman, who was placed 
on the stand by his lawyers in - 
procedure rarely followed in con- 
tempt cases, said that answering 
the subcommittee’s questions 
would have put him in the role 
of an informer and would have 
been repugnant to his self-respect. 

“TI also felt that the activities of 
my associates were lawful and to 
name them would cause trouble 
for people guilty of no wrong: 
doing,” he added. 

Judge Curran held that the 
| questions asked Mr. Whitman 
; were relevant to a Congressional 
| analog as to the number of Com- 
| munists, who they were, and the 
| growth and extent of the Com- 
munist movement in this country— 
|an inquiry which he maintained 
was pertinent to a valid legislative 
| purpose. 














| 


Act now, 








On pages three and four of this newsletter you will 
find the list of candidates who are standing for election 
to the New York Civil Liberties Union’s Board of Direc- 
tors and biographical data about them. 


The Nominating Committee which considered the 
names of the many persons submitted to it feels that the 
|| final slate is an excellent one and that all of the candi- 
dates have made or will make valuable Board members. 


CIVIL LIBERTIES IN NEW YORK is the only 
means through which we can introduce the candidates to 
you. Although space limitations prevent us from present- 
ing as much background material about the nominees as 
we would like, we urge you to read the listings carefully, 
decide on the 10 perso..s for whom you will vote, and 
return your ballot to the NYCLU office promptly. 


STEPHEN C. VLADECK, Chairman, 
For the Nominating Committee 
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A Game of Hospitality 


In the Autumn I am planning to go to a congress of writers of 
International PEN to be held in Tokyo. I don’t know anything about 
congresses and I have never been to Japan, and the whole idea frightens 
me a little bit. 

But in discussing this congress with some old PEN hands, I was 
told that this was the first affair of this kind ever to be held in the 
Far East. I asked how long it had been since one had been held in the | 
United States. “Why, never!” I was told. “There couldn’t possibly be 
one.” “Why not?” I asked. “Because we could not get permits of | 
entry to the United States for enough first-rate writers.” | 

This is an astonishing thought, but it is true. To come into the | 
country on a visitor’s permit, a visa is required. Certain questions are 
asked before the visa is issued. One need not be guilty of crime or 
misdeed—simply the fact that one has been talked about is enough to | 


be rejected. 
. ~ Inthe light of this rather astonishing thought, I began to think 
of the people in history who, under our law at the present time, could 
not visit the United States; who would not be able to get a visa to 
visit the land of the free. I began to make a list. Other names will 
immediately occur to my reader. 

I listed the names and the charges that would be put against 
them as. reasons for not issuing to.them a visitor’s permit to the| 
United States. My tentative list of names follows: 


CHARGE 


Morals 

Murder 

Alcoholism, cruelty to animals 

Assault with intent to kill 

Revolution 

Morals 

Blind, might become a public charge 

Contributing to moral delinquency of 
minors 

Consorting with prostitutes 

Homosexuality 

Homosexuality 

Morals, eivil disturbance, rebellion 

Murder, attack on republican government 

Civil disturbance, arson 

Fugitives, failure to register 

Homosexuality 

Political exile, subversion 

Morals, 

Author of dirty Book 

Morals, suspected” necrophilia 

Subversive 

Subversive, dangerous teaching 

Theft and vagrancy 

Morals, non-support of family 

Subversion 

Prison record 

No charge-negro blood 

Inciting to riot, fortune telling, psychotic 

Mo} relations with King Lot's 
wife, also with his own half-sister 

Morals—not proved 

Morals—not proved 

Piracy 

Treason 

Troublemaker, inciting to riot 


PERICLES 
SAPPHO 
PLATO 
CAESAR, JULIUS 
CAESAR, AUGUSTUS 
ST. PETER 
EARLY CHRISTIANS 
LEONARDO D& VINCI 
MICHELANGELO 
CELLINI 
PETRARCH 
D, , 
GI ‘ANO BRUNO 
FRANCOIS VILLON 
VORALES 

PlLnON : 

JEANIE D’ARC 

KING ARTHUR 
LANCELOT 

NLVER 
Sit FRANCIS DRAKE 
= eeree RALEIGH 
JOHN KNOX 
MARY s 

TWO OF Tas SIX WIVES OF 


ROBIN’ HOOD. 
RICHARD COEUR DE LION 
Man Sane 


A SMITH 
ie 


Troublemaker, inciting to riot 
Treason 


Treason 
Theft 
Desertion of duty 
Copyright. infringement 
Brawling 
Advocating overthrow of the government 
Insurrection 
Encouraging rebellion 
Encouraging rebellion 


of Americans who, if they had not 


not get in on their record: 


Insurrection 
Rebellion and treason 


sol follow a few names 
been born in this country, could 


yee “WASHINGTON 
L; SIGNERS: OF. THE: DECLA- 
Bae OF gp eR ENCe 


JOHN BOX, Armed revolt, theft of government 
ROBERT E. LEE Rebellion 

This it not a joke. These people could not get into the United 

States under our existing laws: Perhaps the figure who would be least 
likely to be given a visa—the least likely of all—would be Jesus Christ. 
And the. charge against Him would be inciting to riot, causing civil 
commotion, disturbing the peace, taken from jail by mob. However, 
sheriff’s. deputies prevented destruction of property by mob. 
. his is an interesting and horrifying game. A great majority of 
the desirable and creative men of all ages would not be welcome, or 
permitted, in our country under our present laws. I invite my readers 
te make their own lists. 

There is another game that can be played also. Who is welcome 
fn this country? I don’t think that I want to go into that. I do not 
know. whether it is our intention to welcome to our country only the 
second-rate, but surely that is the effect of our laws. The effect is that 
the United ‘States is one of the few countries in the world where the 
great, the informed, the emjnent, and the effective ar not welcome. 

—JOHN STEINBECK 
(In the April 20, 1957 issue, The Saturday Review, Reprinted with 
permission. Copyright 1957 by The Saturday Review.) 
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seneiien tcomnen:! the legal rights of the defendants 


Administrative Secretary | 





Albert J. Penner, Carl Rachlin, R. Lawrence Siegel, Jack B. Weinstein: 


ast the First Stone, by Judge John M. 


Cc 
Co., 1957, 307 pp., $4.50. 


By ALFRED 
Attorney, Former 


Murtagh and Sara Harris; 


McGraw-Hill Book 


M. LINDAU 
City Magistrate 


One of the avowed purposes of this volume is to ex- 
plore the causes that lead men and women to become pimps 
and prostitutes. The vividness and dramatic skill with which 


the materials are presented, 
obscuring the purpose in the first¢ 
two-thirds of the book. If the cen-| 
tral figure is Mary Magdalen, it 
is Mary Magdalen done in tech- 
nicolor. In rapidfire succession we 
are given the streamlined life 
stories of prostitutes and pimps, 
vignettes of their customers, nor- 
mal and abnormal, and. brief but 
piquant accounts of vice in earlier 
days and of the reform move- 
ments which have periodically 
risen and ebbed, 

The authers have taken the bare 
bones that are case histories and 
have added flesh to them, adorned 
them with clothing, anointed them 
with oil and injected them with 
electricity. Psychological and so- 
ciological overtones and implica- 
tions are.all but lost in the swift 
flow of the stories themselves. So- 
ciology thus jazzed up makes fas- 
cinating reading, but the. reader 
is likely to become absorbed in 
the stories as thrillers and to 
overlook the central: theme that 
prostitutes are not so much wicked 
women as they are weak, ignorant 
and maladjusted women. 

The. second purpose of. the au- 
thors is to arouse the public to 
a realization that our present laws 
are based on false assumptions 
and that there should be a radical 
change. in our approach to ‘the 
subject of prostitution and our 
method -of dealing with it. With 
an unflagging sense of drama, 
they bring alive in the last 100 
pages, of the book the subjects of 
arrests, court procedures and penal 
institutions. But here the drama 
points up, instead of drowning. out; 
questions as to the propriety and 
effectiveness of the weapons we 
use in our war against prostitu- 
tion, 

The shock troops in that war 
are the members of the police 
vice squad, and the authors point 
out the essential immorality of 
that hardy institution. The object 
of its members is to be accosted 
by their prospective victims. Even 
where there is not entrapment 
im the technical legal sense, there 
is entrapment in a moral sense, 
and the whole procedure is dirty 
business. As history has demon- 
strated time and again and as 
cannot be said too often, perjury, 
corruption and degradation are 
the inescapable consequences. of 
such a system. 

The Women’s Court, so far as 
its mechanical operation is con- 
cerned, emerges with a clean bill 
of health. Since one of the authors 
is Judge Murtagh, it is hardly to 
be expected that he would indulge 
in public criticism of his own} 
courts or discuss. the occasional 
aberrations of his own colleagues. 
It is doubtless true, however, that 


in that court are generally ob- 
served. That the judges usually 
believe the officer and not the de- 
fendant raises a question common 
to all mass volume courts includ- 
ing our Traffic Courts. The tragedy 
of’ Women’s Court is not that 
it does not function fairly or 
properly, but that no one knows 
what its true function is or should 
be. 

The final weapon in our arsenal 
is imprisonment. The description 
of conditions in the House of De- 











tention for Women is a blistering | 


however, come very near to 


House Committee 


(Continued from page 1) 
tutes a barbarous reversion to a 
practica we thought we had put 
behind us long ago: the public pil- 
lory. Exposure of opinions and 
beliefs is no part of the legislative 
powers of Congress. Members of 
the Committee are entitled to their 
own views about what constitutes 
‘un-American’ activity.. But they 
have no right to foist them on 
either individuals or on the public 
by the use of procedures resem- 
bling blackmail and by inquiries 
into realms of private opinion and 
association on which Congress may 
not legislate. 

“The NYCLU regards the pres- 
ent investigation as an affront to 
all Americans’ sense of decency 
and fair play. Odious as communist 
philosophy is to us, men are en- 
titled to espouse even that. In 
cases involving subversive action, 
courts of law provide the appro- 
priate means for protecting our 
interests. 

“The NYCLU believes that the 
House Un-American Activities 
Committee has outlived its useful- 
ness. We submit that current Com- 
mittee practices constitute in some 
respects the subversion of those 
basie principles of. justice that are 
true American activities. And we 
suggest that Congress meet its 
responsibility to the American 
democratic tradition. by appropri- 
ating no further funds for continu- 
ation of the House Un-American 
Activities Committee.” 








for investigation. The skeptical 
may doubt the. impartiality of the 
authors’ contrast between Villa 
Loretto and Westfield State Farms, 
though the head of the latter in- 
stitution would. probably be the 
first to admit that it could be 
vastly improved if budgetary. ap- 
propriations permitted the employ- 
ment of superior personnel and if 
such personnel. could be found. 
Regardless of the virtues or de- 
fects of particular institutions, the 
basic point which the authors drive 
home is the futility of imprison- 
ment in dealing with prostitutes. 
The threat of incarceration is not 
a deterrent and incarceration it- 
self is not a cure, 

Our present laws stem from an- 
cient notions of sin and seek to 
stamp out prostitution as a crime. 
This book is an authoritative and 
eloquent demonstration of 
futility of that approach. 


How should society deal with | 


the subject of prostitution? Sub- | 
stantially all that the authors sug- 
gest is a resort to Mayor Gaynor’s 
standard of “outward decency.” 
That is a disappointingly vague 


and incomplete program to receive | 


from experts in the field and is 
not likely to be accepted as the 
final answer to the question. In 
truth, there are no easy answers 
but it is refreshing and encourag- 
ing to have the Chief Magistrate 
of New York City urge that we 
abandon the evasions which have 
so long pretended to be answers 
and that we cease our attempts to 
exorcise this particular devil by 


indictment which certainly calls | prosecution and punishment, 


the | 


195 ¢ Report 
Of Finances 


During the year ending Jan. 31, 
| 1957, the NYCLU received $27,- 
| 130.58 including $22,796.98 from 
ithe ACLU; $983 in contributions, 
| and $3,350.60 net from the theater 
benefit of ‘Major Barbara.” (Profit 
from the benefit was shared equal- 
ly with the national ACLU). This 
compares with a total of $22,949.88 
received in the previous year. 

Expenses were $23,634.56, leayv- 
ing an excess of $3,496.02 over 
expenditures. We spent $22,526.22 
in 1955. Itemized expenses follow: 


$ 1,101.35 
14,567.70 
320.76 
438.94 
1,200.00 
390.00 
295.46 
240.53 
211.74 
275.00 
35.27 
180.34 


Staff Salaries 


Meetings 

Rent 

Services 

Travel 

Office supplies, expenses 
Insurance 

Professional fees (audit) 
Books and_ periodicals 
Legislative services 
Publicity (newsletter, 
press releases, public 
relations, salary) 
Annual Conference (net) 
Printing, pamphlets .. 


2,655.63 
866.85 
1,731,85 


The budget for the present fiscal 
year, February 1, 1957 to January 
31, 1958, follows: 


Salaries 

Taxes 

Board, committee 
expenses 

Rent 

Services 

Postage 
Telephone .... 


Office. supplies, expenses. 
AEBUTONES 66. cckcies ss 

Professional fees 

Books & periodicals ... 50, 
Legislative services ... 200 
Publicity, public 

DO DARMTIN Es .2 so. 0:0 vie o:0'04 ar 
Meetings 

Conference (net subsidy) 
Chapter expenses 
Publications 


2,730 
506 
500 








Loyalty Oath... 


(Continued from. page 1) 
interference with freedom of as~ 
sociation unrelated to the objec- 
tives of publicity. supported hous- 
ing.” 

The NYCLU quoted the decision 
of a Wisconsin court holding the 
federal legislation unconstitutional 
as.an abridgment of First Amend, 
ment rights, saying: 

“This court deems the possible 
harm which might result in sup- 
pressing the freedoms of the First 
Amendment outweigh any threat- 
ened evil posed by the occupation 
of units in federally aid housing 
projects.” ~ 

Also cited was a California court 
decision which stated, “Nor is it 
apparent that the laudable pur- 
pose of combatting subversives is 
advanced by compelling them to 
| live in slums or substandard hous- 
| ing accommodations.” 

The Union’s statement con- 
|cluded: “Because we believe that 
| the bill transgresses constitutional 
llimitations and because it is 
|questionable public policy, we wae 
| quest you to veto the same,’ 








PRESSTIME MEM 0: 
Patrick Murphy Malin, ex- 
ecutive director of the 
American Civil Liberties 
Union, will appear on Mike 
Wallace’s Night Beat pro- 
gram on WABD-TV, Chan- 
nel 5, at 11 p.m., Tuesday, 
May 28. 
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Civil Liberties in the News 











O'Connell Urges ‘Drive on Obscene Magazines 


City License Commissioner Bernard J. O’Connell has suggested 
establishment of a Roman Catholic group, similar to the Legion 
of Decency which operates in the movie field, to curb distribution 
of “obscene literature” now being sold on newsstands. Noting 
that legislatures, courts and administrators had not stopped the 
“flood” of obscene publications, Commissioner O’Connell added that 
he himself had been hampered in policing newspaper stands by 
“certain groups” crying “censorship” and “freedom of the press.” 
The Commissioner went on, “These liberal organizations think that 
any interference with these newspaper stands is interference with 
Constitutional rights. It’s about time we began to think of the 
community which has some Constitutional rights too, like the right 
te protect children from such poisonous materials.” Commented the 
New York Post: “O’Connell laments that resort to the courts in 
obscenity cases is often a long and complicated process. It often 
is. Democracy is a complicated process. Free men take risks to 
preserve freedom; that is what differentiates us from the Russians, 
who believe it is safer to burn a book than argue about it.” 


Honor Policeman Cleared in Departmental Trial 


Police Commissioner Stephen P. Kennedy last month cleared an 
honor policeman who had been charged with Communist affilia- 
tions. Police Lieut. Jack Goloshin had. been accused of. failing to 
admit membership in the International Workers Order and at- 
tendance at the Jefferson School of Social Science when he joined 
the department in 1946. At a departmental trial; it was shown 
that Goloshin’s father had taken out an insurance. policy with the 
IWO in the son’s name when the latter was 14, and that. the 
Jefferson School was not organized until 1944 when Goloshin was 
Overseas in the Army. Deputy. Commissioner Aloysius J. Melia 
dismissed the charges after a trial that. ran from February 19 
to April 12. 


L. I. School Board Bans Sex. Film at PTA Meeting 


School facilities in Levittown were barred in April to the Parent- 
Teacher Association which planned to show a. sex hygiene. film 
to girls and their parents. The school board voted 4 to 3 to prevent 
the use of any school facilities for sex edueation purposes, the 
majority leader. citing. papal encyclicals which opposed sex edu- 
ation in schools. The PTA, which had shown the same film the 
last two years without opposition, claimed there was nothing 
ompulsory about attendance at the showing. The movie isa 10- 
minute animated cartoon titled “The Story of Menstruation.” The 
PTA also had planned to show a TV kinescope, “Storm. Over Swan 


Lake,” a story of conflict of school officials, teachers and the school. 


board, but this was cancelled because the group felt it might 
‘reate trouble. 


Pvuglas: Urges-Counsel:at Start of Government Case 


Right: of. counsel: should: be given any citizen, even when there is 
no formal charge, as.soon as.the Government moves against. him, 
Associate Justice William O. Douglas of the Supreme Court. told 
e Association of Trial Lawyers of the City of New York last 
month. Justice Douglas stressed that a preliminary. proceeding 
ould be “as damaging to the citizen as the. trial itself,” and added 
hat due process of law “should give the citizen the protection 
e needs against Government as it becomes increasingly powerful.” 
He also asserted that a great reform of the future will “make 
nandatory the furnishing of an attorney to defendants in all 
riminal cases of consequences.” 


r Group to Study Passport Procedures. 


Procedures.in the. issuance, denial and. withdrawal of passports will 
» studied by, the Association. of the Bar. of the City. of New York, 

nder direction. of a, committee. headed by Fifield Workum, The 
nd ‘for the. Republic gaye a grant for the study, on. condition 

hat it be of independent. nature. The committee will haye. sole 

esponsibility for the study and any. recommendations that. may 
made. 


Brooklyn College Suspends Student Editors 


Brooklyn. College last month suspended the editor-in-chief and 
wo associate editors of the school’s weekly newspaper from their 
osts, after the three had refused to let their faculty adviser 
ead an editorial planned. for publication in the paper. The edi- 
prial was a philosophical discussion on the state of “critical 
inking” at the college. School rules requiring “pre-publication 
onsultation” with the faculty adviser had been followed previously 
y merely informing the adviser of material, but on this occasion, 
p students were told that controversial matter would have to 

read before publication. Two editors later were reinstated when 
hey agreed to the College’s procedure. 


ivil Liberties Briefs 


fark A. McCloskey, chairman of the New York State Youth 
fommission, maintained in April that censorship of comic books 
is a good idea, especially where the books are so repetitious, so 
eap and junky, that you have to have some police action by the 
ate” .. . City Investigation Commissioner Charles H. Tenney 
as reported that a two-year study into Communist influences in 
e City Housing Authority has resulted in three dismissals and 
pur resignations among the agency’s 5,800 employees, with 15 
her cases still under active study . . . Doxey Wilkerson, a 
ember of the Communist Party’s national committee and its 
prmer educational director, debated City College president Buell 
. Gallagher last month at the college on “Is the Communist Party 
America an Asset or Liability to the U. S. A.?” 


} 
| 
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Candidates for Board of Directors 


Of the New York Civil Liberties Union 


If you are a member of the American 
Civil Liberties Union and reside in New 
York City, Nassau, Suffolk or Westchester 
Counties, you are also a member of the New 
York Civil Liberties Union and are entitled 
to vote for Directors of the NYCLU Board. 

The by-laws provide for a Board of 30 
members, one-third of whom shall be elected 
each year. The current elections will be to 
fill ten terms of three years each. The ten 


CHARLES BALLON 
Attorney; General Counsel, Radio and Tele- 
vision Directors’ Guild; specialist in corpor- 
ation law and labor relations; member, 
NYCLU board of directors since 1953, 


MRS. BENJAMIN J. BUTTENWIESER: 
Attorney; member, board of trustees and 
executive committee: Legal Aid Society; 
Arthur Lehman Counseling Service; Title 
Guarantee & Trust Co.; Connecticut Col- 
lege for Women. Member, board of trus- 
tees, Dalton School. Formerly chairman 
and member, Domestic Relations Court 
Committee, member, Admissions and Ethics 
Committees, The Assn. of the Bar of the 
City of N.Y. 


MAXWELL DANE 
Secretary-treasurer, Doyle Dane Bernbach, 
Inc., advertising agency; co-chairman, ad- 
vertising division, United Jewish Appeal; 
chairman, advertising agency. division, 
Greater New York Council; Boy Scouts of 
America; New School for Social Research 
Associate. Past treasurer, United Parents 
Association and chairman, 
Division, Federation of Jewish Philan- 
thropies. Member, NYCLU board of direc- 
tors since 1956, 


JOHN A. DAVIS 
Associate Professor of Government, The 
City College; consultant to Office of Gov- 
ernor on fair employment for the aging; 


formerly consultant on airlines discrimina- 
tion to State Commission Against Discrim- 
ination, and director, Non-Legal Research, 
NAACP Legal Defense and Education Fund; 
vice chairman, Morningside Community 
Center. 


OSMOND K. FRAENKEL 
Attorney; Counsel and- member. board- of 
directors, ACLU; author, “Our Civil Liber- 
ties’ and “The Supreme Court and Civil 
Liberties ;” former counsel, NYCLU; mem- 
ber, NYCLU board of directors since 1932. 


MARTIN GERBER 

Director, Region 9, United Automobile 
Workers; member, International Executive 
Board, UAW; member, Advisory Committee, 
New York State Atomic Energy Commis- 
sion; vice chairman, Labor Division, Jewish 
Labor: Committee; member, executive board, 
League for Industrial Democracy. 


HAROLD K. GUINZBURG a 
President and Director, The Viking Press;; 
President, American Book Publishers Coun- 
cil; Director, Freedom House; member; 
NYCULU board of directors since 1954, 


JAMES M. HUTCHINSON 
Minister of Religion, First Unitarian Church, 
Flushing, N. Y.; chairman, Queens Chapter, 
New. York Civil Liberties Union; member, 
NYCLU board of directors since 1957. 


Advertising - 


candidates receiving the highest vote will 
be elected. 

Vote for 10 of the 13 candidates listed 
below, using the ballot on page 4. Ballots 
received after June 1, 1957, will not be 
counted. These candidates have been selected 
by the Nominating Committee of the 
NYCLU Board of Directors. Brief resumes 
of their background, as. submitted by each 
candidate, are printed here. 


ROBERT MARKEWICH 
Attorney; volunteer Government Appeal 
Agent, Selective Service System; formerly: 
discussion leader, Freedom Agenda; board 
of directors, Forest Neighborhood House; 
executive committee, N. Y. Chapter, League 
for Industrial Democracy; volunteer at- 
terney, Legal Aid Society. Appeared for 
ACLU and NYCLU in court appeals and 
court and administrative proceedings. 


EMANUEL REDFIELD m 


Attorney; member of New. York Civil Lib- 
erties Committee.and NYCLU Board since. 
1942; former counsel, New York Chapter, 
Artists’ Equity Association; Counsel, 
NYCLU. 


s 


CHARLES.A, SIEPMANN . 


Professor of Education and Chairman of thes 
Department of Communications, New. York: 
University; author, “The Radio Listeners’ 
Bill of Rights’; formerly director, public 
service broadcasts, British Broadcasting 
Corporation and deputy director, San Fran- 
cisco office, Office-of War Information. Chair- 
man, NYCLU board: of- directors; board 
member since 1958. 
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ROBERT C. WEAVER 


New York State Rent Administrator; former 
Deputy State Housing. Commissioner; 
vice chairman, board of directors, National. 
Association for the Advancement of Colored: 
People; director, National Scholarship Serv- 
ice and Fund for Negro Students; past: 


chairman, National Committee Against Dis- 
crimination in Housing; author. 


JACK B. WEINSTEIN oy 


Professor of Law, Columbia University Law: 
School; reporter on practice and procedure, 
Temporary Commission on the Courts; 
faculty adviser to Law School Legal Survey 
Group (renders advisory opinions on civil 
liberties to ACLU and other groups) ; mem- 
ber, Nationa] Advisory Board, Commission 
on Law and Social Action, American Jewish 
Congress; member, NYCLU board of 
directors since 19565. 2 





Make Your Vote 
Count! 

FILL OUT BALLOT 

On Page 4 Today! 
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1957 ELECTION OF CANDIDATES FOR 
THE NEW YORK CIVIL LIBERTIES 
UNION BOARD OF DIRECTORS 


Please vote for ten (10) of the thirteen (13) candidates 





With the Affiliates 
Bay State Branch Keeps 
Close Tabs on Legislature 


(Editor’s Note: This is the fifth in a series of articles from 
local ACLU affiliates in different parts of the country, 
highlighting civil liberties problems currently facing their 








listed below. The ten candidates receiving the highest 
vote will be elected to serve three-year terms. 


YOUR BALLOT MUST BE IN BY JUNE I 


[1] Charles Ballon 

[] Mrs. Benjamin J, Buttenwieser 
( Maxwell Dane 

[] John A. Davis 

[] Osmond K. Fraenkel 
[] Martin Gerber 

[] Harold K. Guinzburg 
[] James M. Hutchinson 
[] Robert Markewich 

[] Emanuel Redfield 

[] Charles A. Siepmann 
[] Robert C. Weaver 

[] Jack B. Weinstein 





! 
I 


If you are a married cou- 
ple sharing one member- 
ship—and if you contribute 
not less than a total of $4 
per year (minimum dues 
per member are $2)—mark 
X in box below. Your bal- 
lot will be counted as two 
votes. 


0 


Please sign ballot and mail to: 





(Your signature, required for validating membership, is seen only by the teller.) 
Ballots received after June 1, 1957, will not be counted. 
DETACH ALONG DOTTED LINE 
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170 Fifth Avenue, New York 10, N. Y. 
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own communities.) 


The Great and General Court of* 
Massachusetts holds an annual | 
session beginning the first week | 
jin January and seldom proroguing | 
| before the middle of August. Often | 
continuing into September and 
October, it has been known to | 
finish its work as late as the 19th | 
| of November. | 

Each year, the five-member Leg- | 
islative Committee of CLUM (all | 
lawyers) combs the docket book 
for titles of bills in the civil liber- | 
ties—civil rights field. The origin- | 
als are copied, mimeographed and | 
| sent to some 90 key individuals in | 
|religious, educational, civic and 
‘labor organizations. In addition, a 
precis of all these bills is made, 
'together with a_ statement of 
| CLUM’s position. This is sent to | 

|all the above, and in somewhat | 
| different form to all members of 
|| CLUM. Eventually, the Legislative | 
Committee reads all of the more 
than 3,000 bills filed, to make sure 
that hidden away in seemingly | 
“innocent” bills there may not be 
clauses which could deeply affect 
| civil liberties. 

| Among the 30 to 60 bills turned 
l| up by this process appear the fol- 
|| owing—sometimes year after year: 
|| bills requiring an investigation and 
|purge on each college campus— | 
| failure to comply being penalized | 
|| Sometimes by loss of charter (the 
|rock on which this has frequently 
broken is the fact that Harvard’s 
charter is embedded in the con- 
stitution of the Commonwealth!) 
or loss of tax-exempt status; set- 
ting up a permanent Un-American 
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REMEMBER: 


BE RECEIVED 
IN NYCLU OFFICE BY 
JUNE 1, 1957 
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YOUR BALLOT MUST — 


Activities Committee; establishing 
a board to determine what may be 
published in Massachusetts; sy- 
phoning off public funds to private 
(including religious) educational 
institutions. 

Of course, there are always some 
bills of which CLUM approves: 
e.g., bills endeavoring to control 
wire-tapping, efforts to set up a 
| public defender system (it has 
=|been reported by a_ well-known 
=|legal authority that 53% of the 

a of Massachusetts jails 
=|!were tried without assistance of 
:; counsel). Indeed, a bill favorably 

reported in this legislature was 

; presented as a result of a case 
brought in the Supreme Judicial | 








ee Court or the Commoanwealth at the | 


| instigation of CLUM, | 





Ask Your Friends to 
JOIN NYCLU NOW 


PARTICIPATING MEMBER ...... $100 
COOPERATING MEMBER $50 SUPPORTING MEMBER $10 
SUSTAINING MEMBER _..$25 CONTRIBUTING MEMBER $5 
Members listed above receive CIVIL LIBERTIES IN NEW YORK 
five times a year from the NYCLU. From national ACLU, they 
receive Civil Liberties each month; the Union’s authoritative Annual 
Report on. U.S. liberties; and, on request, single copies of some 25 
ACLU pamphlets. 

By joining ACLU, New Yorkers automatically become members of 
the New York Civil Liberties Union, which receives one-third of 
the ACLU’s Greater New York income. 








NEW YORK CIVIL LIBERTIES UNION 
170 Fifth Avenue, New York 10, N.Y. 
Please enroll me as a NEW MEMBER of the ACLU. Here is 


my $.......... membership contribution. 
The ACLU needs and welcomes the support of all those—and only those— 
whose devotion to civil liberties is not qualified by adherence to Communist, 


Faacist, KKK, or other totalitarian doctrine. 


NAME ee AO eS OEE Oey eee 
(Please print clearly) 


SEED Sibwa Cod Neus cod db AN ow RWEA 90 ieee. .cesseeccercenes ee 
CITY oe ee oe eee ee ee ee | ZONE eoee STATE C82 we os 
OCCUPATION @eersseees Sr SSeS SHE SHOOK + SOSHOSLFOHFESESE 


(Please make checks payable te the ACLU) 


{ 
i; In the Massachusetts legisla- | 
| ture, while not required by statute, 
|it is in every case customary to 
|hold a public hearing before the 
| appropriate committee to which 
}each bill is referred. Our office 
notifies all interested organizations 
and key individuals of the time and 
place of these hearings and, in the 
case of the more important bills, 
sees to it that there is adequate 
| representation. Later in the season 
| when floor fights occur, the office, 
informs the membership, urging 





By LUTHER KNIGHT MACNAIR 
Executive Secretary, Civil Liberties Union of Massachusetts 
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LUTHER KNIGHT MACNAIR 








them to let the appropriate legis- | 
lative or executive figures hear 
from them. In addition, CLUM gets | 
people of prominence throughout | 
the state and representatives of | 
organizations to register their op- | 
position or support of the measures | 
under consideration. | 

A few weeks ago, a frightening 
not 


| other 


event took place—something 
at all in keeping with democratic 
processes. Three had 
been proposed in the legislature 
with the purpose of 
the state “subversive activities” in- 
vestigating commission, whose 
mandate was due to expire on Feb- 


measures 


continuing 


the Joint Rules Committee of the. 
House and Senate was announced. 


CLUM’s executive secretary 
(seeking to make doubly sure) 
checked with the usual official 
sources at the State House, in- 
cluding the office of the Senate 
President, presiding officer of the 
Joint Rules Committee, up to one 
hour before the time announced. 
He was assured that it was mere- 
ly an executive session, definitely 
not a public hearing, and that the 


|} Case 


|mitting obscene material. 


: ; |scenity statute at least must meq 
ruary 1. An executive session of | 





topic of the commission’s contin- 
uance would probably not even be | 
mentioned. Upon checking again | 
a few hours later, it was learned | 
that the executive session had been 
suddenly turned into a _ public! 
hearing and that representatives 
of the Knights of Columbus and 
the Councils of Catholic Men and 
Women, notified in advance, had 
appeared and put their organiza- 
tions on record in support of the 
commission’s continuance. 

Many organizations and_indi- 
viduals immediately protested. 
CLUM’s protest appeared on the 
front page of each morning news- 
paper. So effective were the pro- 
tests that, after heated discussion 
of the matter, the Senate voted 
overwhelmingly to send the bill} 
to another committee with instruc- 
tions to hold a public hearing with | 
due notice to all interested per-| 
sons, | 

At the subsequent hearing, the | 


QUEENS 
NEWS 


The annual meeting of the chap- 
ter was held April 30 at Queens 
College. Dr. Dan Dodson, director 
of the Center for Human Rela. 
tions and Community Study, New 
York University School of Educa- 
tion, spoke on the implementation 
of civil liberties through commu. 
nity education. 






















































Six members were elected to the 
General Committee for three-year 
terms. They are Martha Kornblum, 
Flushing; Rabbi Herschel Levin, 
Flushing; Grace Raynor, Bayside; 
Marion Rothstein, Bayside; Mrs. 
Eugene Tortora, Elmhurst; and 
Eleanor Withington, Jackson 
Heights. An executive committeg 
will be elected in May. 

Members of the General Com 
mittee were active in opposing tha 
ban by Queens College provost 
Thomas V. Garvey of a speech b 
John Gates, Daily Worker editor 

James M. Hutchinsog 
Chapter Chairman 
147-54 Ash Ave., 
Flushing 55, 


Obscenity Laws... 


(Continued from page 1) 





prepared by Mr. Redfield, in ar 
case before the Suprem 
on a similar issue. Thi 
involved Samuel Roth, wh 
was convicted of violating th 
federal anti-obscenity law penal 
izing use of the mails for tran 


Court 


In its brief, the ACLU state 
that “to be constitutional, an o 


the requirements of, definitenes 
and also require that before an 
material can be held to be obscen 
it must be established beyond 
reasonable doubt that the materi 
represents a clear and prese 
danger of normally inducing” 
havior which validly has bed 
made criminal by statute.” 





Legislative Committee of the Ms 
sachusetts Council of Church 
and several constituent denomin 
tions of that body recorded ther 
selves strongly opposed to co 
tinuance, as did the Bill of Rig 
Committees of the Boston a 
Massachusetts Bar Associatio 
as well as numerous civic orga 
izations. So much feeling was di 
veloped that the committee hol 
ing the hearing—instead of 
porting the bill favorably or u 
favorably, which is normal p 
cedure—merely requested to 
relieved of further considerati 
of the measure. 


By subsequent action of the le 
islature, the commission was co 
tinued but refrained from pu 
lishing some 40 names in its 
port which it had stated only 
few days before would be pu 
lished, and refrained also fro 
requesting additional funds. Abo 
all, the principle that democrat 
process must be preserved a 
that government must be a goa 
ernment of laws, not men, w 
maintained. 
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